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Osanna Visconti di Modrone. The Artist-ocrat 

 

Her jewelry pieces are sculptures are sculptures to be worn. A real creator, she has opened the doors of her 

eclectic palazzo in the heart of Milan. 

 

Jewels, Osanna Visconti di Modrone has known jewels since child hood and not just any  jewels, but original 

ones: those her mother used to wear, created by artists such as Lucio Fontana, Mario Ceroli or Arnaldo 

Pomodoro, who designed them especially for her. "My mother introduced me to artistic items. She has always 

been a pioneer and a creative woman.” Her father, an architect, used to work with many Italian artists and also 

enjoyed collecting their work. Growing up in such a creative environment, Osanna always wanted to do anything 

but jewels."I have always had the need to work with my hands.” 

  

Art jewelry 

After a theoretical education at the Fashion and Jewels Academy in Rome, Osanna began practicing her craft at 

the atelier of a Roman artisan. She then moved to New York, where she attended different gemology courses 

and interned in Christie's jewelry department. There she met Andy Warhol, to whom she presented some jewelry 

pieces on a tray at an auction. Returning to Italy, she moved to Milan with her husband, Gian Galeazzo Visconti 

di Modrone, an art dealer and the nephew of the film director Luchino Visconti. Having lived in the capital of 

Lombardy for more than twenty years, Osanna creates conceptual, minimalist, and contemporary jewelry, in 

bronze, silver or gold. "I am interested in hot metals like gold or bronze, their magic comes from their light. I 

explore their different patinas, from matt to brilliant". The part of the process which she prefers? Modeling wax: "It 

allows me to understand the proportions. Lines and shapes are the starting point of my work." The designer 

counts many elegant people from the art world as well as famous personalities such as Coco Brandolini d'Adda, 

Ginevra Elkann, Martina Mondadori and Margherita Missoni amongst her loyal clients. 

 

Her latest creation? A capsule collection created for YOOX.COM and available on the website. "The idea came 

from a meeting with Federico Marchetti, YOOX.COM founder, and other mutual friends. He was fascinated by the 

artisanal nature of my work, and I was fascinated by the power of the internet. This is the first time my work has 

been sold online." The collection, called "Chiodo", the Italian word for nail, pays homage to the punk movement. 

It features a necklace, a pendant, a bracelet and earrings; each piece in the limited edition collection has been 

made in Milan and hand-signed by the designer. It takes at least two weeks to make each piece.  

 

In her atelier-boutique, in the heart of the building, below her apartment, Osanna draws, creates and exhibits her 

jewelry. Tucked away from prying eyes, you need to know her address in order to access it. Only open to the 

public in the morning, at any other time you must book a special appointment. Apart from this private space, 

Osanna also sells her creations in a few hand-picked boutiques: L’Éclaireur in Paris, and Tomas Maier boutiques 

in the United States. 

 

Her projects for the future?  A more affordable jewelry line for young people but, first and foremost, a collection of 

furniture and objects for the house; she exhibited her creations for the first time this year at the Salone del Mobile 

in Milan. 

  

A rétro-futuristic house 

Osanna is a homemaker. Entirely decorated by her, the designer’s apartment in Milan looks like an ancient 

palace transformed into a modern art museum. The imposing high ceilings give the space a stately air. Seduced 

by the 15th Century Romanesque building, the couple bought this unusual space more than twenty years ago. 

"We gathered together three existing apartments, and we kept the typical Lombardian terracotta floor, the fresco 

paintings and the beams, as well as the slightly run-down walls. The idea was to decorate the rooms with 

contemporary art pieces and modern furniture, mainly Italian designers’ items from the 50’s to the 70’s.” Old and 

avant-garde styles coexist harmoniously and in a subdued atmosphere. There are no ceiling lights, instead there 

are unique spread throughout the apartment which spread a warm glowing light. 

 

Wall hangings and wood pieces fill the space with ochre purple and mustard tones. "I realize that some people 

might be surprised by the disorder and the mix of styles, but we have fun and we feel great in this universe. 

Everything that we have put in the apartment is something my husband and I love. . The rule is that there are no 

rules!" Anish Kapoor, Maurizio Cattelan, Tracey Emin, César, Man Ray, Lucio Fontana, Damien Hirst, Urs Lüthi, 

Ben, Bill Viola… those are just some of the artists found in the house. “The assortment is constantly changing as 

my husband is a gallery owner. Some pieces simply disappear and I don’t even realize it.” Even though she has 

the soul of a collector, “I love to look for furniture pieces at the Puces de Saint-Ouen flea market”, Osanna does 

not engage with the material aspects of things. 
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The cosmopolitan business woman 

Milanese by adoption, Neapolitan on her mother’s side, Osanna was born and grew up with her siblings in Rome. 

“I am very proud of my Roman origins. My parents still live there and I visit them regularly. When I was a child, I 

lived in front of the Basilica of St. Peter. We could see the windows of the Pope, so at night when the light was 

off, my mother used to tell us: ‘Since the Pope is in bed, you should go to sleep’".  

 

In Milan, Osanna lives in the historic part of the city center. " I live very much in my neighborhood: my friends live 

around the corner, I do all my shopping in the area and I go for walks with my Labrador all the time. The 

Cappuccio is a real village". Smart and dynamic, Osanna is the mother of four children aged 22, 19, 17 and 1. 

How does she keep fit?  Good genes and a  healthy lifestyle: "I eat a lot of vegetables and cereals." Every 

morning she has breakfast with the family. Then she works out - "more discipline than desire"- with her neighbor, 

three times a week, before going to her studio on the ground floor. Then, at lunch, she joins her friends. The best 

time of day? In the evening, after dinner, when she works on the wax pieces in the TV room while her children 

talk about their day. 

 

When she is not in Milan, Osanna goes to the countryside, in Grazzano Visconti, a small medieval village 60 km 

from Milan where she has a house. "I go there every weekend. In summertime I take care of the flowers as I love 

gardening, and in the winter I paint and cook delicious spaghetti." Passionate about history, she is a curious 

traveler. Her favorite cities? Venice, Paris and Jaipur. Heaven on Earth? Libya. "It is an amazing country which I 

discovered five years ago with my husband. The archaeological remains have been wonderfully preserved.” Her 

holidays? She likes to spend them with her children, in the mountains, in her cottage in Cortina d'Ampezzo, or in 

Thailand, India, China or the United States.  

  

The Italian casual chic  

When she is not arranging flowers, painting and decorating her apartment, or designing jewelry, Osanna invents 

creative silhouettes. Her innate sense of style, her good taste, her natural beauty and her natural charm are 

inherent in everything she does. Her look? It reflects the spirit of her creations and her style: very Italian, 

timeless, both elegant and casual. "When I create a piece of jewelry or I get dressed, I always combine comfort, 

functionality and aesthetics. I love mixing styles and colors, but I always need to feel at ease!” Her day-to-day 

look? Pants, a jumper and flat shoes. At night she never goes out without heels. "In another life, I would have 

loved to be a fashion designer." She unconditionally loves Bottega Veneta, she knows the designer Tomas Maier 

very well, she also likes Marni and Yves Saint Laurent: "I take vintage Yves Saint Laurent pieces from my 

mother’s wardrobe every time I go to Rome.” Vain and sensitive to beautiful things, Osanna is far from being a 

fashion-victim. "I'm not a shopping addict, but I must confess that I have a soft spot for hats and especially shoes. 

In-so-much that I sometimes have to hide my latest acquisitions from my husband!" 

 

www.osannavisconti.com, “Chiodo” Collection available at YOOX.COM 

  

Her favorite places in Milan: 

Wait and See. Multi-brand boutique, 14 Santa Marta St. 

Arjumand. Deco boutique, 11 Santa Marta St. 

Cascina Cuccagna. Eco bar. 2/4 Cuccagna St. 

Trattoria Milanese. Restaurant. 11 Santa Marta St. 

Studio Visconti. Art Gallery. 23 Monforte St.  

  

Photo credits: 

• Osanna at the window in her house, talking to a neighbor wearing a vintage top by Marni and bracelets 

Chiodo by Osanna Viconti di Modrone. Behind, Au Mur, neon piece by W. 

• In the living room. Between the windows, a work of Jim Lambie. Below, on the table, a sculpture by Jedd 

Novatt. Above the door, “Piccione”, by Maurizio Cattelan. Above the fireplace, three pictures by Lucio 

Fontana. Over it, a piece by Anish Kapoor. On the coffee table, an object by Roberta Silva. 

• Mosaic sink hand-made by Osanna’s mother. 

• An art piece by video-artist Bill Viola. 

• Osanna at her desk, wearing a dress by Bottega Veneta, earrings Chiodo by Osanna Visconti di Modrone. 

• At her desk, jewels, fetish objects, wax pieces and the inspirational pieces of the moment. 

• In her room, an object-lamp and a clutch by Bottega Veneta. 

• The Necklace Chiodo by Osanna Visconti di Modrone, available at YOOX.COM. 

• Osanna, in the courtyard of her house in Milan. Vintage top by Chloé, Novemb3r pants, Alexandra Niele 

shoes and necklace Chiodo by Osanna Visconti di Modrone. 

• Shoes from her wardrobe. 


