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Translation:

Memories of a Lady

The fashion and life a Grande Dame who went from Vogue upwards. 

Rosamond Bernier is a legend of fine arts and high culture in NY and Paris. The Grande Dame’s clothes and 
jewellery will be available online for the first time ever on the web from this coming autumn.  

“A lot of the items featured on the website have been in my wardrobe for a long time like the garment  I bought at 
Chanel in Paris. There are many items to which I have an emotional attachment to,” said Rosamond Bernier. 
The news about her retirement as a lecturer from the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York where she has 
worked for the last  40 years came as a shock. The New Yorker wrote, “It is the end-of-era…. Bernier, with her 
long gowns and her impeccable diction managed to transform the slide lecture into something all her own - a 
performance and a piece of theatre.”

The garments and jewellery which were essential for creating the on stage atmosphere, will be on sale 
exclusively from the end of October on the popular internet shopping site, YOOX.COM. The project was initiated 
as a result of an encounter with Federico Marchetti, the founder of YOOX Group and who also manages the 
website. “When I first met Rosamond Bernier, I was captivated by her wit and allure. I immediately thought that it 
would be great to bring her to the attention of a broader, younger and more international audience via the 
Internet,” said Marchetti. Rosamond herself said, “stars from my wardrobe became ‘sleeping beauties‘ in my 
closet, then Federico Marchetti came along like the Prince in fairy tales to touch them with his electronic wand 
and waft them off to the vast world of the internet” as she described the joy of reviving her precious personal 
belongings. 

Born and raised in a rich family in America, Rosamond started her career in the fashion industry right after World 
War II. She was sent to Paris by American Vogue as a European feature editor and there she reported the 
trends in French haute couture. At that time in Paris, Rosamond became interested in the field of art and culture 
and there she made friends with the great artists of the 20th century - Pablo Picasso, Henri Matisse and Joan 
Miró. 

After quitting American Vogue, she founded the art magazine L’OEIL with her husband in 1955. L’OEIL 
established itself as a highly regarded monthly art magazine. 

However, her happiness didn’t last forever. Rosamond divorced and lost her job in 1970.

She said in an interview with Mr. Tomkins of the New Yorker “I had nothing to do at that time, and just cried all 
day long.” However, it was not long before she was offered a position as a lecturer of art at a college. “I was 
rescued by this new job position,” said Rosamond. “It was the beginning of my second life.”

It was clear that she had an exceptional gift as a speaker. The Metropolitan Museum offered her a job as a 
lecturer in 1971. Her lectures were becoming well known and $100 tickets were sold out months in advance. Her 
popularity continued as she gave more than 200 lectures until she retired on the 13th of March this year.

What did she get from her splendid career? “My most fulfilling experience was meeting and getting to know the 
great artists of the time. My only advice to younger generations is to keep your mind and your eyes open. Be 
curious. Look and Read.”

YOOX.COM is one of the biggest virtual boutiques of fashion & design in the world. It also has a Japanese site 
where you can enjoy shopping imported products. From the end of October, a special area dedicated to 
Rosamond Bernier will be featured on the website….watch this space!
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